XIII
ODYSSEUS LANDS IN ITHACA

ODYSSEUS' tale was finished, and such was the spell he had cast
on the whole company that not a sound was heard throughout
the shadowy hall, till at last Alcinous turned to his guest and
said: 'Odysseus, you have suffered much. But now that you
have set foot on the bronze floor of my great house I feel assured
that you will reach your home without any further wanderings
from your course. As for you, sirs, here are my wishes - let them
stand as an order to every one of you that frequent my palace to
drink the sparkling wine of the elders and enjoy the minstrel's
song. I know that the clothing, gold ornaments, and other pre-
sents that our counsellors brought in are already laid by for our
guest in a wooden strong-box. I now suggest that we each give
him a large tripod and a cauldron. Later we will recoup our-
selves by a tax on the people, since it would be hard on us singly
to have to make so generous a donation.'

His proposal was approved and all went home to their beds.
But as soon as Dawn had flecked the morning sky with red, they
came bustling down to the ship with their welcome bronze-
ware gifts, and the great King Alcinous himself went up and
down the vessel, stowing them carefully under the benches, so
as not to hamper any of the ship's hands as they tugged at the
oars. This done, they repaired for a banquet to Alcinous' house,
and for their entertainment the-divine king sacrificed a bullock
to Zeus of the Black Cloud, the son ofCronos, who is lord of all.
They burnt the thighs and settled down happily to a splendid
feast, while in their midst the people's favourite, Demodocus,
that admirable bard, sang to the music of his harp. But Odysseus
kept turning his face toward the blazing sun, as though to hasten
its descent, for he was longing to be off. And as the ploughman,
whose two dun oxen have pulled the ploughshare through the